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Retiring Address of e^Puesident, fl. D. £a*i»ocus, Deliv*- 
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TTnOTHER twelve months have passed and our young society meets again 
/** at the beginning of a new year under favorable auspices. By patiently 
working on the lines we have adopted, and by gradually, and as we are able, 
enlarging the sphere of our labors, we hope our society, in time, will have 
accummulated historical data relating to our section and country, that will 
have real value to those who come after us. 

The history of one's own locality is always interesting and instructive. 
Especially is this true to those whose home is in California. There is a sort 
of romance attaching to our annals which run back — and not so very far, 
either — to a different race and to a different civilization from our own Anglo- 
Saxon. Indeed there are still many living, who have witnessed the gradual 
blending, here in our own sunny valleys of manners and customs and tra- 
ditions, which were brought from Spain by the conquistadores long ago, 
with those that were brought from England, at a somewhat later period, by 
the Puritians and by the Cavaliers. And, going back still farther, the 
Spaniard himself was preceded here by a primitive race, the Indian, whom 
he strove to civilize or christianize, and who gave a certain coloring to the 
Spaniards, isolated pastoral civilization. 

One of the distinctive charms of the story of "Ramona," aside from the 
subtle art of the gifted authoress, which, to the cultured is always charming, 
is the picturing, so true to life, of a Spanish type of civilization that flour- 
ished right here in Southern California, where we Anglo- Americans are 
building our homes. That Southern California is a rich and attractive field 
for the historical student is evidenced by the fact that two history com- 
panies — the Bancroft Company from San Francisco and the Lewis Company 
from Chicago — at the present time have bureaus established here, for the 
exploration of our historical wealth. Our society has two aims in view in 
its history lines, namely, to gather and preserve whatever it can from the 
past of our locality; and second, to. give to the future, so far as we may, 
pictures, of our own times as we see them. The daily press affords one class 
of pictures of an epoch. The recorded opinions and recollections of the ac- 
tors of a given period help to furnish another class of pictures of that period. 
Photographs of persons and scenes and episodes, etc., constitute another 
class of exact pictures, that may have great value in after years. 
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During the past year, as is shown by the curator's report, we have pre- 
served nearly complete files of the four daily papers of this city and of the 
San Francisco Evening Bulletin. Many other current local publications of 
the year, of greater or less value, have been received and filed ; besides docu- 
ments received from societies and contributors located elsewhere. I think 
our society would be doing good work which would be appreciated by our 
successors, if it would make an effort to secure and preserve copies of photo- 
graphs of as many of the (present or past) residents of our section as possible. 
The modern art of photography may be made a valuable aid to the annals of 
our times, which ancient history did not possess. Doubtless there are many 
families in Southern California which have extra copies of photos of their 
members, living or dead, that they would send to this society, if invited 
to do so. 

The suggestion has heretofore been made, and it ought to be carried 
out, that our society should secure monographs from members or others, 
giving reliable information as to the first introduction here, and subsequent 
history, of railroads, telegraphs, banks, churches, schools, public and pri- 
vate, grape vines, citrus and deciduous fruits, and hundreds of other things 
that might be called land-marks in the progress of our civilization. The Cha- 
tauquan method of making a special and separate study of each of these sub- 
jects, and then recording the substantial net results of such studies and inves- 
tigations, might be adopted with good results by our society. Perhaps the ad- 
vanced pupils of our normal and high schools and colleges might be stimulated 
to undertake the study of some of these subjects, and furnish papers thereon 
to this society for preservation, or, whenever sufficiently meritorous for pub- 
lication. At any rate a series of succinct and carefully written monographs 
of this character, would be of inestimable value to our society and to our 
posterity. 

It is to be hoped that we may secure from our older citizens, still living, 
further records of their recollections of the early times here in which they 
were actors. The sketches of our co-member, Mr. S. C. Foster, printed in 
the society's publication for 1887, were exceedingly interesting and valuable. 

The reports of the secretary and treasurer and curator will furnish 
further information as to the present condition of the society, and of the 
work it has done during the past year. 




